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AFERBN —FINERELY, FHERBIETIN “FF7 LA
REWEEE: AMMIATERGHAENLTARY, HLAHFELA
AmRATHE, TXHEHBTEARENR., ERH L LAFEE
THLENEANEHANA 2FELA, EEARPFLIREANL
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AMENER, REFERARKENL, FERMELAHR® LA
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Bt od, BTHRZULTHFHENIREHIAR R F=RH L, AN
AR B L R AN ERRECNH KRG T & A K (appropriability) . Bl 4
B, BMAMERFHWARERE TAF 2 RAATEE, bR EH, Z#E
BOR M TE BB A, B B AU R R R R A R B L
FWRAARR, MELAXNMEN, REBRFURARNENHKZE “miE
AR BE”, NP ERML, FERT. LEBRXRRT “HREE”, “fF
FAXte&”, “BRkIth4y” kAT A#H - FRERETHTRE, EA
Ml Xk LEIAN D FAEEE “RAE IR (tacit knowledge), WA R Z T
AW “4 0 iR 7 (codified knowledge) (Cowan and Foray, 1997; Cowan,
David and Foray, 2000; Foray, 2006),
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RETRERFTFATURBOUFRENTEAE, EANLLAEE, H
SHBEA#SERFAMELARN LA Z Y., TE, BRIE Arrow (1962), X
T LM R E LR, EP il “ARNRRAFTHE~ 4, B
HREANING; EEHREX L, XREGRAAFHZEUSNREEZNHZAN
w7, MU ER, AIHETULEZNAE AL, HAFAE0HAT. £
£, —BRIHFHRAPRGAAA LR, FMAMLELEZER A G FH
mif, HMAREHCHWERRE EHTHFES, XBEAABRE T A7
Hy BT AE

Hok, M EUHFHE (KBFAH) AFRMEGEAF X0 &R H &R
W& E KBkt (oblivion) Ne., wRAFHH RA#E, LAEENELH
MERATRHRENRFREHET —FRET (RiEfEE, 20100, E18M A
BHEAMNB BN —AHFOERE, YAMNEXTFAMEFD BB EK
o, RANBRAERL, “KFH” REARSRE “BF”, “SF” F6H-4
FALABFWME. ABA LW, RNTUBFREERALATL: £—, Alls
BEMBEARET; $=2, TEEHBERAHRET, HEZEARBEARYEEH
EHNEEREET., REZX, F_ABARAEE I DR (KRECMNES
THRFRUELKRE), WS — M A KR T 8T Sk 4 Ao
—Z. R1FBTHEAE FHARKENE M —LHF, FRLN, LFE
4. NEHAFRRATHRTEARRENZERR, BT AL FLE
B RAELETEH T AL ZFER, Landes (2006) 3 F K ESZH #H T FiEH:
“HEmMEY FRETHEABBERAEHE LA T, “PEARIAHT 4
AREHEE: GRFLEZIRD 2R T AL, RITFERX 2 HAMNEH & X
EHEFRFTULR.”
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WEEME RERTEN T o R AE A R ERZ AR I HEZER, KAUK. ¥ H
A HatE s WA E Rk, U FEHAEL Y E—F o flix. BEWELE, kbR
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PARABRALZHMACHABEE TR NFREXNAES TLBAERE ERTAWNAR
RALET Fatishit AREERBEN, EANENTANARE AR FAKRE-NMETAT
fefka EAWmamd R AEE - BEFAAN & (W EID R ARBE AR AN LA
frfE .
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REEEEBERETY 4k R R4 (ADI12 # 4 ¥ B2 A
e SO SR DL ELE SN 4b & K 4 (AD12 # 2) % 2 &
EPEE RS ¥ T # (AD14 H# 42) R R
T PHEGFEEE 9K F H (ADL7 #4) KAANRERELT
wER B H A 7K P H (AD19 # 4 IETHh. . HEFHE

IETHh HETH

TN R IR AR 2 Ak T (2009) VR 5E E 4 (1983) R HE(2006) £ 7 #E(1983) & %3,

RS ER, AVFRF T, AHRARGT EAESAH 0 REGER
WzmEFaERUAMB N EYR: HFRECAFRREGT A, QHF L
REANFmRREIMALEIEUALZTHAFT R, AXFERSAT 42
WEERAIH AR, W T A R ke RNE. ERETIH—MHILR,
AXNEERBEBEWALSIN “F5” £AGRPHEELE M HHNMR
B, gelFmRERTE, RNKRFTANRERAN “2FEERE. K
Mg £ R EBRERPAFRRT EAEGAMBRT A, AAEAHEH—A
RS EUEERF T, BATHERF T ARG T &A% 5 4
FaRWEREZBMART B, BRTRAKENS, &5 T H2EA.

AXBL-NEERAS LARBEHTTER M. H T 8 %I NAH
BMEER, REATHPAEFE - EHENFRMEL TN HRE, BT
MEEEA, GTURTATLIIANE. TARFREHFMEN, ERFP
BREHRY; IERFEARERY, EAEFMAEN TR, wRFHF
EA, EAREMAFAEMENGFTRAAE, RPHREK, £AFELF.
A AL R T, AT AR E P T IR A SR R
Wi TR, ZRANTACEIEZG —SBEEABESRE. FHEERF
AREMAERNBEZMEAN. B2, B THRABFELE, THRIE & #EFRN
BEAREM,. mMAHTEhmil “RAEBE” B, #ERNGELAT. LA
FAEAER D, BERERGHRE R R EAINEFE, @ ENER
BT E 5 B s AL ALE .

AMBR LR AE R EFEUARTZS FFEA. 0w R LA A HE
WTFREMNEANE, EAA2FFLAN, EABIKERLEEZEKS., WXL
MAEE TR LEANE, FAREH2FELART. mRXLAFEE T
REALEFEERT ZE@LEAE, WAKFA%E—EFIE . LALE A E
ETLAANE; Gk, $FEAREGHFA2FFLARY ., T ENR
EARH M 2 RBALE R
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AXW— Mg hz, tEFTEmE, RELFAELESFFE LA
ABNEFZELREZRE, ERRAEELARF THH2BNESR. FEZ, &
REZERBPNERP B, QFHHFREZR TG RE S EAE A E SR TR
W AR KT R R R R R . 3 R AT DAL B R B K
XEBOER: Hamhn “F57 TARP L AT, B LA FE LA
AT HEAILEAE. o bk, wRL A E DT RENE A E, & A H
EREBW. k. ARFHFER. RNRFEFEZEARGHETEANLIE
REFRTEWEN . EoREAH, WEAAW2HT o0, LEEELARSF
bHaRBHE2BEAN. SR, £HARFEL T TRERAT., —MEANLERE,
EHERGEERT, TAMAErIEZE TRENEANE: 2 FAREH L
HiEEA, ERERARLEHKL, KRG EHNRFELE G Z2H M
it @migfiik, FEUNLRANATETH, AE2WARLE, £F
REFHAE, TMNaARFMAFRTELRINEANE, XT2FHE KX
WLE kTR A TARFETRAE, TN FRAAWN LM N A d
(AARZFEEEFN L AR TRELFELANT); W2 R ML A
Ry EMEE LRIWFERERAMEH I NA 2 MRENER,

AXFHNAZZHLT: F_BodHMXBRAATTHFE, FH5AX
GRIATRE. EZHL2HF B2 EAXWEERB L2, 25N TEAR
TR, THER, AL EMNBRMLEFALN. "E, FLHL2HXXEMR
TR B R,

—. A X X #

KTLAFENHEE, TREFFXRRRT “RHMEL” AR,
AACFomRREUNT—Math, AAEEsEmEdalE; U, wRE
AHMENEMNRY, QF - EdAR 2 REHESG, QIHEF R LT ERE
AHFEA, MHRHEAZIANER, bREAARBRTOHFEST . Bl FX,
BF 2 BT DA A A A SR B AR . R B W D 1T 6 4 0k B 06 B R BT R
K, FUMBEH AN HATHHE LS HEH AN E ., #—F, RHF Nordhaus
(1969) W& H7, R b& A BKZAEF A F Mo F B 2B H # 2 K
RS

3 Nordhaus W T ¥ & T A BEWE & # 5%, # % ¥ % W Denicolo (1996) #1 Langinier and Moschini
(2002) 4 X 23 . 3t & M & AT T 5 . 40 44 Nordhaus Ay — 2 R B 240, AMTE TN Z A 7 W #AT
THE:E— HATRECHNEH, — B X5 N T % F % % (Loury, 1979;Dasgupta and Stiglitz,
1980;Lee and Wilde, 1980;Denicolo and Franzoni, 2010), # —,fixt T &5 FI KR, — % X#HI N T“%
F 47 55 B L R H b % A % T E (Gilbert and Shapiro, 1990; Klemperer, 1990; Gallini, 1992; Deni-
colo, 1996), % =, @ xf T & # Al #H., — & X # H it 7 & R 4] # (Green and Scotchmer, 1995;
O’Donoghue, 1998; Hunt, 2004) ,
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FmRWAEEBEEZRME LY B, MFELBEE, FHELAEA
MEEUHFRRT EAENE —F X, BE, Z2RIEEF A MBEREHE
RBWIFE, NisWaAEE, AREAMERAZAE T LT HAN, WA
sz BT, AMTEZEAEAH B LS AN E RSP AT R R, BER
., MEFELBRYWEER L TARAM. EHRLE, REFATANTRELH
AH A RRE A B ET A ZFFL A, Arundel (2001 3 3 b HL % #n &
MEMLALHRET S AENFHERFE, HFAARMNEESCNOHEtH
RUHATTIHERR., £RKW, ERAH#TREDEHWLL Y, SHL Y
EhmETHENE. ST~ &0 #H, AVEARBLNETEZERZ NS LR
5 20.5%, AANAHEEEENE 30.1%, MAAFLNEELZZWNN &3
49.500, AR EMLREN, FEEMERFR LA FE T ENUMER
(Levin et al., 1987; Arundel and Kabla, 1998; Cohen, Nelson and Walsh,
200D, WA RHANELEREFANELLNA, QHBRIATEAAR THRE
NEER, EVPE-BBHEAR-—CREL, CRAFHENEATMHATLZE
EZWMAARR,

ETaFHpREGATER, ANLTRAL, BT EHRAAEZS, #
ERE ELRELLFFEN —NEEE A (Eisenberg, 1989), & Z 4THL
wlE, ERTUEHBFHAFEREN M “NERBEZAL”. hHEE
A, G FHH XS (WEBFNRAD B AACH B R#HAT 00 AT H
B, FHERAATLNEAFARAKTFOARGELEFENELTEZH L F
PR, XHBRT A KSR TEL N, BFHEH (e E
HHRAD BEHCFHARE - EHROHRERY, LR EH, ELFRY
BN, ELAFHE EXLARA) WIFET, HE A AT G E A .
EFERHEEATAL T &

KHUK, RELGHFEFRHFTECAEAFERB‘ELMEBENERM, Ef
MAA, BACERBENAEZLERBINEARPHGEL, HEEFNE
HE, BTHELARZAMNGRY QU H &RRN—M&EE (option) T3 A1 %
MBATH XS, R EEARA NS RERE, FRALEAMNEGTH
WHEFE, REREFARF AR T AL ERF OB A B, A4
BEEWELA, MEXEXRE, ZBLOAHELATHRELA A RKE, H£2%
M EE RN (Rogers, 1863),

IREEAEAH-—ANREHNBE: EFAHFRE, FEERIANETEL
EHEEN, RERFMARZARE, B2FEMEANL 2B, B&EH
FleyZWr A, heHMENELEAEFR L. AW, ARALZARF 5
FRPZBEW-BEH, ERAWAEZEFHEN,

B, ERALAGRP ZHMEES, ANERFIRELES) AHE
FHEHAITH, EHFILW — B XEF, Denicolo and Franzoni (2004a) M fE
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BREBNARBETINEE AR N LEM.E, BA1EE, & T HmR
AR “Frgr, fERUFCEELIN, Ao AEE, F7HRHR TN
ERBES; BR, WRUAFERBNERY, NEFFNRAAELE, #
THAEGATHREANTEHE, ERpk, wAANIN “FF7 FAK%
PHEERETHATRAENEGRE: aTEARPOHELE, £54
RIPHAN, REFTREN; DEEARPER, REELRALEHEG,
AHOHAAEFRELARCERBACELATRET . #—F, THEERN
A A R R A, TR R AR & R N R B AR A RUR
—FH, BERELZWAFRBREARY, WX BERREEGEG R K
BA—FE, X mBEHENNENER XK. 4K, H&HME LA
BERZEERBAH LN Z B REHH L% R, BT Denicolo and Franzoni
(2004a), Hfty — 26 SUpk 4 338 T & AR 37 8 B 17 & A& B 47 4 (Gallini,
1992; Denicolo and Franzoni, 2004b; Kultti ez al. , 2007) .

HA, il s FREW, 2RIAREXALTRENGTH, b2 X AEHF
BEAMESEDUNNREEZNEN S (Arrow, 1962), W T4 # iR LA 4
FEM, GRA AL, AR R RS A E IR AN
EHWENE, WAL EAEGNAFTRE; B ER, IIANETARK
PH-—NMFARREEMANBEEF AR AR A DR EEIN LS E A &
Woadtmil, —fmE, TARPHEE, AMBEEFELA. B2, KH
TERNEETE, AHEREREIEUANTH T A ST LATHENE -4
RGP WEA, E—NBROAF RS, T AATRATRBEZAF T W
EE BT LA AT AT LHE, EE-AFFRSLE (Hirsttofile)
EREHT, wREAGPHEELRA, JTHATERERE S LY G H AR
HiEER, B EEFFTUNARAATHRENCREEEHTELOH, T
M AT RL Gk AR A8 M By 5 T Yk % (Grossman and Shapiro, 1987; Dasgupta and
David, 1994; # % %, 2004), Matutes et al. (1996) #& $H., % 4% &K £ 2
HITzW MR, Gl E AR REEREANTE, NiLE DA E S
BFRESWMAFT &, EXAEEEZTETRRROGHE LA, GWRHET
HATTREEFT &M AT d Ak, BUF R ZH E b K& Fl
PRI E (scope) UBMAFMNELWE, ALXHMMERT ) WELHE
WEWAE 543 % M (Horstman et al. , 1985; Anton and Yao, 2004), H 4n
W xR T A Q0H A EiE %€ 4. Anton and Yao (2004) K H. @lHF 2K
W—FaBE “NEFA, AT AREERK; gt g, Y aREREEZ
B, AHF 2T 2HBERI AR FFLARY, T4 mRERR
AE, AHEMNERRALINEERY, EAHLSHERLELUETH &K
RAK .

WE, WmElEH®, AXMAKAEARNAEFEGEAGTHEGER
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GHT - NEAEDNAE, HEEATUMY —F “NEREEZL”, B
FERPHOTABATIERP TRAHFART E AL S A H R EREZE
MAETE. 5 EETELAZAELN N EMETE, KXHXEZLE,
WHAEAFFLEAMHITNATEEEBELTE-—MENITE: SAF R
RAW, AR AFEERRRERNG, TXRETHEH R &,

EEHAMXX#F, §AKXHEA K # I H Z Denicolo and Franzoni
(2004a), TEHHER-THANRFERZLA, A BRIE “FR” THARFHGE
M. WEXEAMBORA IR E S E oy (B %A A3 #Om F B, # 4 & T
FEoHEFEAA, ERXEAEREABEGRA, MRINEAESREREKERN
R, AMAIWEA S, FTAREEAMEH#EZNE, TAENCFRE 2 H
WEMNETEMEATRANEGEE; MERXXHERS, FAWREANELA
HMEWAERKR, TEANREZHNZHNETECNEATRN#EERNR, #A
BXEHLA, GNE/RPHEL, BRAREELHNGP THHEL2BHNES,
BEREEAB KGR ZNH L, GI1EETEG R AL 2B 8 2 8 WA
fr, MEMUBERT RERE S L2 A ZHERE, FE6LKE, AEX
EMRATRABBWHMNMAER, EH T, 2AANTEAEZRIET 7N
“BRE” ERGRFHEEK.

= R A &R T

WP EFE - RHAEEIHAFRE, CNHR-—DAWNEN 1 HE
S%h, WRPAUAFARENT EAE, EARENHAE CRHHEZH AL
ATUHREERRY, BT UREETNRANE. FERXRBRATH TR, &L
BB ERA LI ALFE, oE RS, WAFETHE , B4 4
HEW, HEMEIHFRE, TELLXREARFERNERY . RERY
MRAR, CLAEF AL, SR Gk 2HAERY »,
BEERARY s —BEEFRPBH, SV FHE, AHFAEAHENLAER
B, bULAETEIE, BFEFHELAREN w>nts, WERRFE, 8L I=
w—r—s FRMEHBNBHEZHENFRAELBAER K. ENFRFPHER
T, —BHE R, WAk FlE 28R RS TR E,

ML AEE, EFAMIERPEAAE, RGP EHFMEY, RE
HiEEA, R TURER TN ZHAEL, ELARPERTHEAR
B, G2 Ath, ML FERPEARERS, EFXATHFAELENERITAE
B . M DL AR R kR, 4T BTk . Denicolo and Fran-
zoni (2004a) Z R T MMM Nk, Fdk A NERE LR HHFL
ETEHARFENEG KR, SRATAL, K X4F & T Y& 0 #E A,
BEHESREAREFEA, MEABRE T ENEERNE, FHLBIET I AN
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FEEANRPWLERE., RNBEE, I TEABETE, FTAREAHTH
Wk F LKA MARBTE, RIONLEE AT RNESHK A Q5T E L
BRAREA. ZHRARLCLHAAGE, TRARBERAREEN DK
w. EEHEABA—A[0.2] LW ERLAFQ . RFEREHA Q). #—
P, ARLNERF T, AHRAREANEETEFRA-ASH AL L
B, —E#%, QHMERANLFGE, SLAETEYE, TL2EF
R —ERFH w, EUW, BENFRERA AN KRESHN g yah
s GREFRANE, E-—BEXRt, dhAEMLLBHMNEETENE,
ZREANEREEE 2z —REEREE (WKEF, KARAHFRART K
HFHAKESR) RERW. EHEN, BEFMATEELAMEE G &S .

W, m Y R

EFT ALz, RNAoMUFTRE AN AZTEL AT LINE 2
EEEE, FEEES AL SEA.

LEEARPETEN, AHFAENEFAEREEFNEFHRA X,
5 A Lr, By, % EiFEEF oI5 FlEY

szjjnefﬂdt: A—el) ™ =™, 5

Hbr=1—e", TEF c BT WEEWELK, MY T€[0,00) B, c€[0,
1], RMT UK « HHMATELGE AR,

LEHEFHN, 22 BHE Y o+s, THRPHEHEZE, H2FANRTH
w, HEHHAY (mw—a—sHEHXT. B, XEMTRE, &£FFLFRPH
HorEetFAL ERAN

T o
Vp:J (n+5)e7”dt+J we’”dt:%[wfrl]. (2)
0

Wik, EAFHE AR ABANE, MWl FEHERNASH A A 68
MR, MAEEHERASE A pWHREE, RENERP T, QFTE 2
P2 A WA IR AL A

= - —Qkpt _ s — 4 T
H5 Jone € dt V+A+77 ¢7"’ (3)

PR RN E A EERE N E AT SR A CEHERET AR AL AR BN
HAEARLRZATRATW. XETRAEY. R EL LA R HHER A HF 8RN A
WX REFHBRACG I FLOAGEN, THG M ERRNAEHFEN,
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o p=— . BEAC[0], W pMBEAEY b=, RAEHN $=

r+/1+77° r+7]
r WY >co —
et £l . 40,

THENERPTHERIFIE A AN HFALLEFEN VO, FH
Vs B -5, Mhahad By RBZET R, LHRELH TR

Ve = et s]Ha [ =V [+ g0 -V . (6

He 7 RAGKRX TR FAER. AmF T 7 FFTRET R BEH “4a
A7, ETLLAEAEEFH R, F_RWELE, BAFE K, LE
MEMMEN A, T—EHE, QRANLEGR, 2 BMNEFRAB L, 4
2EARERLHN w, BeHER, —ENFRE, FALEA RN Vi Ao 2
w/re W, AHEZTERN, BB ANLTERNREREY 9 T—HEX%
e, 2 BANVsTHEE O, | (6) REETH,

1w+ r(z+ 0

VS(A) - - T+A+7] (7)

mT g ET LKA RRKE N EARNE, U, RH S LA A
Ewbmt, BFaFELA. AW ERFFRERRBT « ¢ WM KA
M (D Kfe (3) R, ERRERMNT UK «/r FRA 2 E 004 #AE,
Mg 2ARETEAMELINERF TALHER/ “BH”. FTU, X
¢, DU HEFLA, RZNUEFHLINE.

WAl (U ERMMBLEE): R >4, WM EHRREA
By Rk <<, WEMTEHRBAERSF . T s<r<<p . WHFAE%E
—ty “ERAE"2€[0.A], HEAEX LGP AIERFRZELRY, T
EHEAE AL o FELEFARY, EMRE A< HL2RXBINBERY, L F

R r . r
N 8

A — T I (&
QA __r g QA g, A1, )
Jr 72 dy dr T

wR1IZBTAVHAALEE, BEERI2AF, THARFRE (&
A WA ERERNBER (BA), ARKKEREE (&, MKS
B R HT T H 2 RBE AR

#—F, EEE B KX, Fhik 2 Af () KT,

Velo) = V() = EX, (10)
r r
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w2 (FMEMEMNRE): v XA L LR MlEE£ER, Ao,
Sl FFELEAEFHELENER.

ERAXH—NRESE L. RERTENAALETE. #FiFLARKR
MEZLEZFE, BAREIRNOTHBA KT —HFN., HFilw, Aol
AEA, MEEERAELUEAH LKA, REHELARETHEANE, ER
B, HENHBARNN2KTHE, AFFHAEEAN G, TEHN
FHRUEEANTHE., ERwlk, RENEHREMREZEN, U5 HELNE
Rytk, BERAEELAGRF THHSBAR2ERT. K2, K (10) X
UK, WRRAEBMEAET (=00, MXERFIETE. & AFKPRNE
Ry T2 @A B ZE -,

=

A, mEEAHER

KM &AM T A B, BRATE XL F (hazard rate) & #H AQ) = f(Q)/
[1—FQO1, B hQ) & AR @, £ E. 4 Bagnoli and Berg-
strom (2006), X4 K% HE L4 @5, EEHBZHZHN.S

TR EREEMNERILH ¢ WA, F o> WHATEHHIEFESL
Fl, 8 (2 XTH, hEHFAEARFLKRBHELERN, BA o <é; T
wor<t, WHAREMREABLINE, EAKKELFLARMER. BEM
EHHE <p5 c=¢HREMH. mlk, HAFXKERETAKE, REFM <
<OWHEHRREGT ., G2, S EB/AN

1o .
W (o) :J Vs(WOAFQ) + (1 — FQ) ) Ve (o). 1D
B R &
oW (o) an

(12)

5 f(A) = I:Vs(/\)*Vp]‘F (1—FQ))

(12) Kx#H, ZRLEHABIRZENFTNRERK LA RPN LA
WX ERENER, B, BEERWEANRIEN o WIEFTE K
Ao, AEFRELTHARPEMIRE dcWBARE: —FE, BEL AR
PRE, —LEXRTABRANETHREAALZTFFLARY, HEE

° % B Tirole(1988, p. 156) , M & 2 @ K wy# ¥ M R A A E % E W oy & ik A F [0.2] AL
B EBRHYALGER AT A md ALTANEEN SO, REBAARNEHH N BEL2
M—HEABLANBMERE FQ MU AHE.BEALE LA NBERE N nQO=Q/[1—
FOJ., BH8ABA LB oM A,
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ﬁFdhﬂ—Fd&+&D=—f@€%@ MHAE2, BT RERL S

ANREFFEENELBHER W V(o) —VsQ(0), Hk# B2 T 12) X
EwmE -, E5hER, $ENCEFELANRETE (REH 1—

FQDY. A MM T 2RO 3R A& B AR (D), RN

ot
AR E (12) RARE T,

#—F, K @:_LZ, Vo(o) = V() =LY % oVe _ L VN
ot T ror ot r
(12) KW
WD) _ iy 1% (1R L. (13)
or T r r

(13) REZBHETT >0 WEEE, WH. WR =0, MHLEFA
RRELFARPEENREBEER; b2, NEEAKESE, WA ZUAHFLLE
£, FRM AR FHAGRFRZESRMAN, TRERAMNZUNE X%
R T & 4R,

ETEHANENA, REFEFLIEHNRERNR (=0, MWIANFEEF
AR EARFRRERAEL L BAN. G4, E c=$4F M, A(0) =2,
FQ=1, #1 oW/or>0, kW " >¢. Lk, XTHM r€($.6], HH
FQO<1, Tz L @K

K = h(Dg— L, (10
w
oW (o) _ ) v » ) o
M sgn=———"=sgnK, M, RN TURALE R ¢ 3 K(o) ¥R T &
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Secrecy vs. Patent

ZoNGLAI Kou MIN ZHou
(Fudan University)

Abstract In a traditional society innovations were often held as secrecy, i.e., private
knowledge that can not be shared by others. This approach not only lowers social efficiency,
but also leads to the risk of technology oblivion. Based on this observation, we offer a novel
justification of “ex post” patent protection. In order to obtain exclusive patent protection, in-
novators have to disclose their technological knowledge to the public. This approach elimi-
nates oblivion risks. However, patent protection may lead to more deadweight loss because
an innovator would not apply a patent unless the profit from doing that is higher, i. e. . unless
the patent duration is longer than the expected duration of the secrecy. The optimal patent
policy in our model, therefore, results from the tradeoff between oblivion risk and monopoly
distortion. The optimal patent protection should be positive as long as oblivion risk exists.
We also discuss how some parameters affect the optimal patent policy.
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